
The size of this window will 
determine the size of the sketch 

in the web page. 

 

     (Java Sketchpad for Math Teachers )     

What is JavaSketchpad? 
JavaSketchpad is software that lets you interact with—or publish—sketches from The 
Geometer's Sketchpad® on the Internet. The Geometer's Sketchpad is a Dynamic Geometry 
exploration environment available for Macintosh® and PC computers from Key Curriculum 
Press. (This JavaSketchpad site assumes you are familiar with and regularly use The 
Geometer's Sketchpad. If not, you might want to learn more about the desktop software 
before exploring the JavaSketchpad site (http://www.keypress.com/sketchpad/index.html).) 
You can use JavaSketchpad to share your geometry work (or your students' work) with 
people who may not have desktop Sketchpad or who use computers that can't access 
desktop Sketchpad (like most Unix machines). You can use JavaSketchpad to distribute 
interactive, Dynamic Geometry activities and curricula over the Internet. Advanced 
users, programmers, and mathematical researchers can even use JavaSketchpad to 
add Dynamic Geometry visualization to other software or problem contexts. 
If you have a Java-enabled Web browser, you might want to briefly visit the JavaSketchpad 
demo gallery (http://www.keypress.com/sketchpad/java_gsp/gallery.html)  for some 
examples of JavaSketchpad in use. 
Many of the core ideas, as well as the preliminary prototype, of JavaSketchpad emerged 
from research funded in part by the National Science Foundation (awards DMI-9561674 
& 9623018). Opinions expressed here are those of the author(s) and are not necessarily 
shared by the NSF. 
 

 First, create some sort of sketch in 
sketchpad (i.e. parabola by definition, 
tessellation, perspective drawing, locus of 
points, definition of a derivative). Resize 
the window of the sketch.  The window size 
of the actual sketch will become the window 
size of the JAVA Sketchpad. In other words, 
make the window of the sketch as small as 
possible but be sure to include all of the 
critical parts of the sketch such as buttons. 

 
 Second, save the sketch under the File 

menu but change the ‘Save as type:’ menu 
to HTML/JavaSketchpad Document (*.htm) 
which is shown in the bottom picture at the 
right. This html file will also need to be 
saved in the appropriate place in your 
website.  Don’t forget to use all lower-case 

letters and no spaces for the web file. 
 
 After saving the sketch as a web page a reminder 

will pop-up stating that you must move a copy of 
the JSP folder into the same directory as the newly 
created Java Sketchpad file. 
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The Java 
Sketchpad File 

Select Paste 
from the Edit 

menu 

 All this suggests is that your html needs 
the programming files to work.  So, find 
the folder that Sketchpad was installed to 
on the computer’s hard drive.  This is 
usually under the C:\Program 
Files\Sketchpad  (double click on My 
Computer > C:\ > Program Files > 
Sketchpad).  Once inside of the 
sketchpad folder, you should see a JSP 
folder.  Right click on the JSP folder and 
select copy (as shown below). 

 
 Next, locate your Java sketchpad file and 

paste the JSP folder into the folder with 
your Java sketchpad file (show below at 
the right). 

 
Now try out your Java sketchpad file by 
double clicking on it and opening it with a 
your internet browser.  When you are ready 
to upload it to an FTP server on the internet 
the JSP folder and Java Sketchpad file must 
reside together in the same place. 

Interactive Java 
Web page 
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